(DATE)

The Honorable (insert name of Congressman or Senator here)

(Address)

Dear (Senator or Congressman ​​​​​–––––––––),

As an Alaska Native and a constituent of yours, I urge you to preserve a critical government program that is working to improve the lives of our people. The Small Business Administration 8a Program for Native American Tribes, Alaska Native Corporations and Native Hawaiian Organization (NHO) is a successful program that is currently under attack and if allowed to continue will be modified, by legislation, into ineffectiveness or completely eliminated.

When the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) was passed in 1971, Alaska Natives forfeited their claim to some 88% of their traditional lands. Although ANSCA was enacted to resolve long-standing aboriginal land claims, the land and its resources, invaluable to those to whom it once belonged, holds trillions worth of oil and mineral deposits. In return, Congress designated Alaska Natives as owners, or “shareholders,” of community-owned corporations, and promised them the opportunity to prosper through economic development opportunities, including ANC participation in the SBA’s 8(a) program. 

Congress created SBA’s 8(a) program in 1958 to help minority and other small, disadvantaged groups build their businesses. In 1986, legislation was enacted that allowed ANC owned firms to participate in the Small Business Administration’s (SBA) 8(a) program; one of the federal government’s primary means for developing small businesses owned by socially and economically disadvantaged individuals.

It is the Small Business Administration's 8(a) Business Development Program, providing Native businesses important contracting opportunities with the federal government that is critical to the quality of life for many Native Americans. In 1986, Congress committed to helping our Native communities lift our economic condition through important initiatives such as 8(a).

Yet today, certain lawmakers seek to change this component of Federal Indian policy. I hope you will honor the government's commitment to our people and sustain Native Enterprise participation in this vital initiative.

The 8(a) program is working precisely as Congress intended. Our Native 8(a) businesses are creating value for the U.S. government and Native people by providing the U.S. government with quality services and products at competitive market prices while rebuilding our communities, investing millions of dollars into educational scholarships and a host of cultural and social programs.

Thanks to 8(a), Native Americans are going to college, starting careers, businesses and finally experiencing the American Dream. Any revision to this program threatens to destroy the dreams of our children and sentence others, particularly the Elders and young families, to a life of poverty and extreme economic hardship. The success of this program is just starting to take root, but we still have a long way to go. Nearly a quarter of all Native Americans still live in poverty. The 8(a) program offers hope that a better life for our community can be achieved.
Today, we are counting on you to honor Congress' commitment by sustaining Native Enterprise participation in the SBA 8(a) program.

Respectfully yours,

